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2. CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
MASTERCLASS     

 

-Title  
 

“A perspective on the environmental management on both 
Mediterranean sides: the challenges  
of the marine pollution”   

-Summary  of the main 
contents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Over the years, the pollution levels have 
increased exponentially as a result of mass 
capitalism. Only in recent years, people have 
begun to realize that pollution is an important 
issue to deal with. In particular, the marine 
pollution due to the accumulation of plastic and 
other waste materials have shocked people all 
over the world. 
 
In the Mediterranean Sea, the concentrations of 
microplastics are four times higher per km2 than 
those of the 7th continent (the plate of waste 
evolving in the northern Pacific Ocean), making it 
the most polluted sea in the world. With regard to 
the expected population growth, plastic pollution 
could at least double by 2040. With discharges of 
voluntary or involuntary industrial and toxic 
products, untreated domestic wastewater, and 
an explosion in the volume of waste, marine 
pollution exacerbates the fragilities already 
existing in the region. Countries on the eastern 
and southern coasts of the Mediterranean are 
more vulnerable than those in the North. More 
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exposed to desertification and water scarcity, 
their development structures make them more 
dependent on natural resources. Despite this, the 
southern Mediterranean countries still have a 
careless attitude regarding marine pollution. The 
poverty and the unstable political situation in 
which they live make that the pollution is not one 
of their major problems. Thus, despite the 
different rates of development, the more than 510 
million inhabitants of the countries bordering the 
Mediterranean must today act in a concerted 
manner, taking into account the priorities and 
means of each of the countries of the region to 
fight against the climatic and environmental 
consequences due to increased demographic, 
industrial, economic and tourist pressure. 
 
The gap between the Northern side and the 
Southern side and East of Mediterranean basin 
is undeniable. The line materializes by the 
degree and the condition of scientific research, 
the political priorities, and the availability of 
means. For the most part, countries on the 
Northern side are members of the EU; therefore, 
they must respect constraining rules. On the 
southern side, the heavy application of pesticides 
persists and consequences regarding pollution 
are the subject of specific measures. As a result, 
our research will look into the causes and 
consequences of marine pollution and how the 
different priorities of the northern and southern 
sides have an impact on environmental 
protection in the Mediterranea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

-Envisaged format for  the 
presentation   
( ppt,video,other) 
 

Video  

 
(*)to be sent by December 10th to : mariadinatozzi@gmail.com; m.camiade@iec.cat; 
robert.botteghi@univ-cotedazur.fr 
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