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Migrations: Historical background
Migrations have always been part of the world’s history. Ex: The Roman Empire absorbed waves of 
migration from the end of the IInd to the end of the IVth century.

XIXth century = Western Europe is a land of emigration, except for France which is already a land 
of immigration due to a low birth rate.  

XXth century, starting with the “30 Glorious Years” = From 1950 to 1974, Western Europe is in full 
growth and needs labour forces. 20 million workers arrive at that time: half from Southern Europe 
(Spain, Italy etc.) & half from outside (Maghreb, Turkey etc.). Not only are migrants accepted, but 
they are also brought in thanks to agreements signed with their countries of origin.

Late XXth century + XXIst century = migrations due to various conflicts. Such as: 

- War in Yugoslavia (1990’s) ;
- Arab Springs 2011: around 20 000 migrants at the borders of Italy and Greece coming from 

Libya or Tunisia ;
- Syrian civil war 2015: 1 040 000 migrants crossing the Mediterranean (= the so-called “migrant 

crisis”).  
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Migration issues: definitions
- Migrant: a migrant is someone who changes his/her country of usual residence, irrespective of 

the reason for migration or legal status. A distinction is made between short-term migration 
(movements between 3 to 12 months) and long-term or permanent migration (one year or more).

- Refugee: a refugee is a person outside his/her country of origin for reasons of feared 
persecution, conflict, generalized violence, or other circumstances that have seriously disturbed 
public order and, as a result, require international protection. Cf definition in the 1951 Geneva 
Conventions and regional refugee instruments. 

- Undocumented migrant: It refers to anyone residing in any given country without legal 
documentation or who entered with a legal visa that is no longer valid.

- Irregular immigrant: Movement of a person taking place outside the laws, regulations, or 
international agreements governing the entry into or exit from the State of origin, transit or 
destination.

- Emigrant: an emigrant moves from a country of nationality/usual residence to another country, 
so that the country of destination effectively becomes his/her new country of usual residence. 
To emigrate from places and to immigrate into places.
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A new concept for migration 
studies: Immobility
“Involuntary immobility" is the term used to describe people who are unable to 
migrate for physical, age, financial, family, health or gender reasons, given the 
worsening living conditions in these places. Richard Black and Michael Collyer 
present the concept within “trapped populations” who have "lost control of their 
decision to migrate because of a potential danger". In fact, trapped populations 
have lost the ability to migrate. This discussion aims at introducing the opposition 
of the "voluntary" character to the "compulsory" in the migratory studies (Forced 
Migration Review, 2014; Black & Collyer, 2014; Bertino & Borba, 2019). 

THE CONCEPT OF “INVOLUNTARY IMMOBILITY”



The term “immobility” is therefore the urgent, 
planned and imminent need to migrate, but it 
can not be achieved given the restrictions of 
their entire environment (violent and / or 
devastated) to restrictive policies. 
implemented by the State. Examples:

1. Until 2013 Cuban government has 
imposed travel restrictions to citizens 
who wanted leave the country. 

2. The Rohingyas in Myanmar: 60% of the 
affected population are children.

3. According to the UN (2010), the elderly in 
Haiti have been neglected by 
humanitarian aid because they are more 
fragile, less mobile and less demanding 
of water and food (which is explained by 
physical weakness).Photo: Cubans in international waters (Hans Deryk, 

1994)
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1. Geographical perspective => Three routes

- Eastern route used by people from Middle East (Syria, Iraq, Lebanon) and Asia (Pakistan, 
Afghanistan).

- Mediterranean route used mostly by Tunisian people, Eastern (Nigeria, Sudan, etc.) and 
Western Africa people (Mali, Guinea, Senegal, etc.). 

- Western route used again since the Eastern route’s “closure”, by people from North and West 
Africa.

Source: IOM (2018)
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2. Sociological perspective

- Constrained migration: the priority is to escape from something : war (e.g. Syria), 
totalitarian regimes (Eastern Africa) or political pressures. 

- In medium and long term: to build a sustainable future thanks to the local quality of 
social services in Europe (allocations, accommodation, and European passport).

Specificities: 

- African countries: Economic factors (poverty, economic crises), demographic factors 
(population growth), environmental factors (drought) and political factors (political 
pressures, “coup d’état”). 

- Middle East countries: Less focused on economical factors, related to the 
geopolitical context. E.g: Civil war in Syria linked to the highest peak of migration 
towards Europe in 2015.
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From sea-rescue to the security rhetoric: change of paradigm in 
Europe

Mare nostrum 
(10.2013-20.2014)

- 9 millions €/month;    
- Mission n°1: rescuing 
- 318km from the coast;
- Critics: eases the 

crossing for illegal 
migrants, encourages 
the smugglers’ 
system;

- Results: 150 000 
people rescued, 351 
smugglers arrested. 

Triton & Poseidon 
(11.2014-01.2018)

- 2,9 millions €/month;
- Mission n°1: prevent 

illegal migrants from 
coming;

- 55km from the italian 
coasts;

- Critics: change of main 
objective/ many 
incidents reporting 
coast keepers opening 
fire on migrants.

Themis (2018- )

- Major use of new 
surveillance tools: 
drones, satellites, night 
vision radars, thermal 
cameras etc;

- Mission n°1: push people 
back and detect terrorist 
threats; 

- Critics: more and more 
militarization, 
assimiliation of terrorism 
and immigration.

THE MEDITERRANEAN: FROM RESCUING MILITARIZING



“Semantic and normative shift from identity to security 
and from security to military” (Berramdane, La 

Militarisation des frontières de l’UE, 2018)
- Every rise of Frontex’s budget goes to their military missions, not 

the rescue ones. 

- In order to avoid Frontex forces, migrants take more dangerous 
routes. In 2016, 1000 more deaths in Mediterranean than the 
previous year, although 60% less arrivals in Europe.

- In the same years, criminalization of citizens’ initiatives through 
NGOs.
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Definition of the United Nations: “The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt 
of persons, by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, 
of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving 
of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, 
for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the 
prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or 

practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs”.

Who are the targets ?

- Migrants fallen in human trafficking network; women and unaccompanied minors first 
targets.

- People sequestrated in their countries / sold by their families ; mostly women and minors.

What type of human trafficking ? 

- Women and girls: mostly sexual labor and drugs trafficking.
- Men: labor and drugs trafficking.
- Children: sexual labor and organ trafficking.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA



Who are the smugglers ? 

- Generally, same nationality and culture → establishment of a relationship based on trust.
- Could be former victims of human trafficking.
- Male dominated business.   

What is the stratagem used for those who manage to cross the Mediterranean sea ?
- Smugglers travel with their victims.
- Pretend to be part of the family.
- Fake identity.
- Fake job contract.
- Always declare themselves majors.

How does the IOM realize that there is a situation of human trafficking ?
- Establishment of a tool to recognize them:  woman, between 13-24, submissive and silent in a 

group, low level of education, belonging to particularly disadvantaged families, mostly the 
first child of a large family, the conditions of the trip, psychological problems etc.

- 2 majors problems: consciousness of being a victim and fear of consequences. 
- Has to build a trust-based relationship + provide information on the protection mechanism. 
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A patchwork of the community and intergovernmental 
methods

Common European policy on migration and immigration = new idea. To this day, most migration policy 
is decided by respective governments who have chosen the number of immigrants they accept. 
However, the EU has laid out a common framework over time that individual countries have adopted to 
a certain degree. Started out with the 1987 Single European Act in an intergovernmental framework 
that excluded freedom of movement from the qualified majority vote. 

The Treaty of Amsterdam allowed a transition to the community method, as states were obliged to 
adopt basic EU norms in the areas of asylum and immigration. The EU could determine entry criteria 
for legal immigrants and prevent illegal immigration by signing readmission agreements with third 
countries. Nevertheless, states could fix their quotas of immigration and control their national borders 
in cases of threats to public and national order. 

Later, the Dublin Regulation created an imbalance in the Mediterranean, with countries such as 
Greece and Italy often welcoming more refugees than their northern neighbours. In order to try and 
solve this issue, the EU formed agreements with third countries such as Morocco, Turkey, and 
Libya.

THE EU LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON MIGRATION



Maastricht treaty: pillar of Justice and Home Affairs = asylum + 
immigration policy areas of EU common interest. Nevertheless, 
member states can fix their quotas of immigration and control their 
national borders in cases of threats to public order.  
Asylum seeking: Dublin Regulation = asylum seekers would be 
processed in their country of arrival, creating an imbalance in the 
Mediterranean since the “migrant crisis”. 

EU member states (Italy, Greece etc.) negotiated agreements with its 
mediterranean neighbors to limit migration flows. 

→ March 2016, an agreement with Turkey = Turkey accepted to 
ensure the return of all migrants crossing from Turkey to Greece not 
in need of international protection. But evidences show that the 
deal pushed smugglers to follow more dangerous routes. 

→ February 2017, Italian government - supported by its European 
counterparts - signed the Italy-Libya Memorandum of 
Understanding agreeing that any illegal migrant intercepted in 
Libya would be transferred to local camps before being sent back 
to his/her country of origin. Yet, as Libya is not a signatory to the 
UN Convention on Refugees (which Turkey signed), this response 
ignores human rights.

Chappatte in The International New York Times (2015)
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Differentiated realities and treatments 

Voluntary or forced migrations ?

“The voluntary migrant would essentially be an 
“economic migrant” who acts rationally and freely from 
departure and return choices while the “forced” migrant 

would act in a constraining context that unables or 
strongly reduces any choice possibility.” (BOCCO, 1993)

→ complexification of exode motives and trajectories : 
limited binary vision;

→ increased suspicion from juridical and administrative 
institutions in charge of asylum policies; 

→ Labour induced migrations : 15 to 30% of international 
migrations (J-C. DUMONT).

MIGRATIONS AND ACCESS TO EU LABOUR MARKET



Labor market access is regulated by the EU and appreciated by 
EU Member States according to the type of migration
→ Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU (CFREU) and International Law : access to labor market for 
non-EU members is not a fundamental right.

→ EU citizens : specific working status, free movement of workers within EU member States.

→ CFREU : legal basis for migrant workers minimum rights “Third-country nationals are authorized to work 
on EU member States’ territories with equal working conditions with EU citizens” Art. 15§3 CFREU.

Third-country migrants’ EU particular regime :

Extra-EU citizens require work permit, employment contract, valid documents.

Asylum seekers :  work is permitted from 6 months of asylum procedure, not during the appeal. 

According to the member States : limited access to some professions, selected migration (preference for 
highly qualified migration).

INSEE, 2013 : 26% of women and 24% of men coming from extra-EU countries were unemployed in France versus 11% 
average unemployment in OECD countries. 
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I. A major factor of integration in a society
Vector of socialization :

● Allows individuals to define themselves in relation to society, and to integrate 
themselves by forging links with other members of society ;

● Constitutive of personal identity ;
● Salary allows access to primary needs (housing, food, care, etc.) ;
● Build links with citizens of the host country ;
● Gain in "social utility", participate in the national construction project.

INTEGRATION THROUGH WORK
Is having a job enough to integrate into a national community ?

Limits :
● Labor less protected and less demanding for the employer. Especially true for illegal 

immigrants (500 euros the monthly cost of illegal immigrant work instead of 1700 euros 
for the statutory minimum in France).

● Most of the time unskilled and precarious jobs.
● Low wage valuation prospects for immigrants in declared jobs. Higher job insecurity & 

unemployment rate, and more likely to face discrimination in hiring.



II. Economic integration: a sufficient factor ? Europe : one continent, 
several models of integration
2 major models: an "assimilationist" model and a "multiculturalist" model :

● The assimilationist model, also known as the "republican model", claims blindness to 
cultural and religious differences. Based on the principle of the equal dignity of citizens, a 
universalist politics attributing to all the same rights, regardless of their differences.
 

● The model of multiculturalism, on the contrary, is based on a policy of the difference, which 
is also based on a universalist postulate: all citizens must have the right to live in 
conformity with their culture and religion.  

⇒ Assimilation is the fact that immigrants must cut all links with the culture of their country of 
origin and internalize the principles, language and history of their host country (for example: 
model of the old French republicanism). 

⇒ On the contrary, the multicultural model allows minority groups to maintain their cultural and 
linguistic specificities. There is also financial and social support for the cultural activities of 
minority groups. For example, Canada is a country where the government has a formal 
multiculturalism policy, in Europe, United-Kingdom has also adopted this model, but a lot of 
critics raise nowadays.

INTEGRATION THROUGH WORK


